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COURSE RECORD 
Code ARCH 636 
Name The Question of Modernity in Turkey:  

From Ottoman to Republican Perspectives 
Hour per week 3 (3 + 0) 
Credit 3 
ECTS 7 
Level/Year Graduate 
Semester Spring 
Type Elective 
Prerequisites none 
Description This is a seminar course which aims to pursue a detailed examination of the 

thought of modernity in Turkey since the 18th century as an industrious non-
western example. The modern ideas are explored through primary and sources 
and their critiques. The course discusses the epochal shift and the 
secularization of a traditional order that had been imbued with divine or 
natural purpose and suggests that the condition of modernity refers to a set of 
institutional structures that have been introduced since the 18th century. 
 

Objectives Explaining different approaches to the question of modernity  

Comparing and analyze approaches in different primary and secondary 
sources on Turkish history of modernization.  

Criticizing authors’ point of view.  

Determining continuities and shifts of Turkish experience of modernization 
during the empire and republican periods. 

 

Learning 
Outcomes 

By the end of the course, the student will be able to: 
LO1. Develop contextual and critical reading skills.  

LO2. Interpreting the context of primary sources 

LO3. Examine critical approaches in the secondary sources 

LO4. Judge positions of theoretical frames of modernity 

LO5. Apply his/her knowledge by writing comprehensive essays on certain 
themes. 

 
 
CONTRIBUTION TO PROGRAMME OUTCOMES* 

 PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 PO6 PO7 PO8 PO9 PO10 PO11 PO12 
LO1 5 5 3 5 0 0 2 4 0 0 0 5 
LO2 5 5 3 5 0 0 2 4 0 0 0 5 
LO3 5 5 3 5 0 0 2 4 0 0 0 5 
LO4 5 5 3 5 0 0 2 4 0 0 0 5 
LO5 5 5 3 5 0 0 2 4 0 0 0 5 

* Contribution Level:  0: None, 1: Very Low, 2: Low, 3:  Medium, 4: High, 5: Very High 

 
 
COURSE CONTENT DETAILS 

Topic Outcomes 
Modernity theories LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4, LO5 
Infrastructure of Ottoman Modernization LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4, LO5 
Press, society and everyday culture LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4, LO5 
Transition from Empire to Republic LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4, LO5 
Early republican period developments  LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4, LO5 
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DERS BİLGİLERİ 
Kodu ARCH 636 
İsmi Türkiye’de Modernite Sorunu:  

Osmanlı’dan ve Cumhuriyet’e Perspektifler 
Haftalık Saati 3 (3 + 0) 
Kredi 3 
AKTS 7 
Seviye/Yıl Lisansüstü 
Dönem Bahar 
Dersin Dili İngilizce 
Tip Seçmeli 
Ön Şart Yok 
İçerik 18. yüzyıldan yirminci yüzyıla dek uzanan dönemde Türkiye’de modernleşme 

deneyiminin çeşitli veçhelerini incelemeyi amaçlayan bir seminer dersidir. 
Modernite ile ilgili fikir ve kavramlar birincil ve ikincil literatürün analizi ve 
eleştirisi üzerinden yapılacaktır. Bu ders tarihsel kırılmaları toplumsal ve idari 
düzlemde giderek artan sekülerleşme eğilimleri ekseninde ele almakta ve 
modernliğin durumunu Türkiye bağlamında 18. Yüzyıldan beri inşa edilen 
kurumsal yapılar üzerinden sorgulamaktadır. 

 


