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abstract The issue of mosque design in Turkey is often the subject of political and
form-related debates. Places of worship need to be reconsidered as a design problem
with a user-oriented space design approach. This study aims to develop alternative
design proposals for women's spaces in mosques in Turkey. One of the main objectives
of this study is to investigate how the issue of being ‘inclusive’ is addressed in
contemporary mosque design and whether contemporary mosques offer a new and more
inclusive usage experience to the user beyond a formal innovation. In doing so, the
compatibility of the first mosque of the Muslims with this proposed inclusive principle
was investigated. Afterward, it was analyzed how places of worship and their uses were
handled by different authorities in the following periods. The aim was to analyze the
masculine structure commonly seen in today's places of worship and to understand the
archetype underlying the spatial segregation of women. Various women's movements,
which are the basis of women's claim of rights in the public sphere in today's Turkey,
and the journey of women's participation in public life are discussed. In this context,
women's movements in the Ottoman Empire, women's associations and political gains
in the Republican period, the political atmosphere of post-Republican Turkey, and the
Islamist and Feminist movements that increased after 1980 are discussed. Finally, how
‘inclusive design’ can gain a place in mosque architecture and what kind of principles it
should be discussed. Accordingly, a set of criteria consisting of 12 items has been
developed to be used in measuring the physical and psychosocial inclusiveness of the
spaces allocated to women in mosques. Since the 21st century, the policies the
Presidency of Religious Affairs adopted on the subject and the reforms made for women
in mosque spaces since 2013 have been mentioned. In light of the criteria set, various
mosques in the province of Ankara were identified and evaluated. Subsequently, various
examples of mosques built around the world that innovatively address the use of
gendered space are analyzed.

keywords Inclusive Design, Mosques in Turkey, Contemporary Mosque, Islamic
Feminism, Women-friendly Mosque

ozet Tiirkiye’de cami tasarimi1 meselesi genellikle siyasi ve formla ilgili tartismalarin
6znesidir. Ibadet mekanlarinin, kullanict odakli mekan tasarimi anlayisi ile bir tasarim
problemi olarak yeniden ele alinmasi gerekmektedir. Caliymanin amaci Tiirkiye’de
bulunan camilerde kadinlara iliskin mekanlar ic¢in alternatif tasarim Onerileri
gelistirmektir. “Kapsayic1” olma meselesinin ¢agdas cami tasariminda nasil ele
alindigini, ¢agdas camilerin formal bir yenilikten 6te kullaniciya yeni ve daha kapsayici
bir kullanim deneyimi sunup sunmadigini arastirmak bu ¢alimanin ana
hedeflerindendir. Bunu yaparken Miisliimanlarin ilk mescidinin bu 6nerilen kapsayici
prensibe uygunlugunu arastirildi. Amag, bugiiniin ibadet mekanlarinda yaygin olarak
goriilen eril yapisini ¢oziimlemek ve kadinlarin mekansal olarak ayristirilmasinin altinda
yatan arketipi anlamakti. Donemin sosyal sartlar1 goz 6niinde bulundurularak kadinlarin
cami kullanimlarina iligkin bilgilerin yani sira topluluklarda kadinin giinlikk yasamlarina
ve kamusal yasama dahil oldugu noktalara da yer verildi. Calismanin ilerleyen
kisimlarinda bugiiniin Tiirkiye’sinde kadinlarin kamusal alanda hak iddiasinin temeli
olan cesitli kadin hareketlerine ve kadinin kamusal yasama katilma seriivenine
deginilmistir. Tezin son boliimiinde, “kapsayici tasarim” mn cami mimarisinde nasil bir
yeri olabilecegini ve ne tiir ilkelere sahip olmasi gerektigi tartisilmistir. Bu dogrultuda
camilerde kadimnlara ayrilan mekanlarin fiziksel ve psikososyal kapsayiciliginin
Olciilmesinde kullanilacak 12 maddeden olusan bir kriter seti olusturulmustur. 21.
Yiizyildan itibaren Diyanet Isleri Baskanliginin konu ile ilgili benimsedigi politikalara,
2013’ten bu yana cami mekaninda kadinlar i¢in yaptigi reformlara deginilmistir.
Olusturulmus kriterler 1s1ginda Ankara ilinde yer alan ¢esitli camiler belirlenmis ve
degerlendirilmistir. Ardindan Diinya genelinde insa edilen ve cinsiyetlendirilmis mekan
kullanimini yenilikg¢i bir bigimde ele alinan ¢esitli cami 6rnekleri incelenmistir.
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